Sustainability
,
Truganina South Primary School takes part in the
ResourceSmart program which is a Victorian
Government initiative that helps schools benefit
from embedding sustainability in everything they
do. In early 2019 we were awarded our 5th and
final Star, presented to us by local MP of Tarneit
Sarah Connolly. It was an honour and privilege to
reach this milestone after our four year journey.
In June 2019, the annual ResourceSmart Schools
Sustainability Awards Ceremony was held at the
MCG. Truganina South Primary were nominated
for two awards and won both categories–
Student Action Team of the Year (our awesome Green Team) and Teacher of the Year (our Science teacher
Vanessa Smith). Four students accompanied Vanessa to the MCG and got to showcase our achievements
and meet important people like the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio
and the ABC’s host of War On Waste, Craig Reucassel. The dedication of students, staff, families and our
whole community to continue creating a sustainable space has been wonderful. Being a ResourceSmart
school creates real-life learning opportunities whereby students actively participate in various sustainability
initiatives such as Clean-up Australia Day, National tree Planting Day, vegetable gardening, recycling,
composting, water and energy saving practises and competitions run by the student “Green Team.”
Sustainability is taught through the Science program, in school wide positive behaviour sessions by classroom
teachers and via whole school events, competitions and initiatives, which are explained below.

War On Waste (WOW)
The War On Waste began at TSPS in 2018. Students and teachers joined forces to become waste Warriors
and fight for the environment. Our War on Waste movement sparked passion in many students who joined
our rally on the oval to collect rubbish, chant “War on waste” and show the findings to the whole school
assembly along with a giant frog puppet they made out of recycled materials and a story of how the rubbish
is affecting our local frogs. This presentation lead to nude food days and the boomerang bag program being
launched. We have also altered the way we do recycling to make sure we get it right. Students from the
Green Team and WOW Team roam around the yard and give out WOW tickets to students who are being
environmentally friendly, picking up rubbish and being mindful of nature around them. Each fortnight one
name is drawn from the WOW box and that student receives a prize. This idea came from the Green Team
and WOW Team. These students love being part of this initiative and are always coming up with ideas on
how to keep our yard clean!

Sustainability Incursions
At TSPS we try to provide a wide range of learning experiences
for students and a great way to do this is to team up with local
council and organisations that aim to better the environment.
We had Teresa from Werribee River Association visit us with
samples from Skeleton Creek to perform a water quality test
with the grade 3-6’s. The students identified macroinvertebrate
water bug species and determined a water quality score based
on the tolerance level of these water bugs. This score was sent
to Melbourne Water who monitor the water ways in the west.
This activity allowed students to be part of a real life science
project and help their local community.

CERES Environmental Park bought their mobile energy classroom van
to TSPS filled with gadgets and surprises. The preps learnt about
different types of energy such as heat, light, sound and electricity. CERES
presented a lesson to the grade 1/2 students about the health of rivers
and indigenous bush food, further developing their understanding of
sustainability. And the 3/4’s they learnt about sustainable energy and
got to use solar panels to power a tap outside.

We also work closely with City West Water who have donated Trees for National Tree Day, provided funding
for our Kids Teaching Kids event and also supplied us with incursion kits to teach students about the water
cycle and how to use water wisely.

Clean up Australia Day
The whole school participates by picking up rubbish and making their
school yard clean and safe. The grade 5/6’s also help the surrounding
community by cleaning up federation trail. This annual event promotes
a sense of respect and appreciation for our environment.

National Tree Day
Selected communities across the school have
helped plant over 500 trees and shrubs from
2017-2019 so far. A new native garden was
planted near the Ruby community inside our
school grounds to add to our biodiversity and
create more homes for the wildlife in the area.
Thanks to Werribee Toyota for sponsoring us and
proving materials and plants. The grade 3/4 also
students enjoyed working with the council
volunteers to plant trees just outside the school
gates on Federation Trail.

Boomerang Bags
The Green Team, along with the help of Visual Art teacher
Gennivieve, launched the Boomerang Bag initiative. This
allows members of the community to borrow a reusable
material bag for their shopping, then return it to the
Boomerang box at school so others can use it too. What a great
way to reduce single use plastics!

Recycling, Composting
and Worm Farming
Our students help out with waste and ensure that it doesn’t end up in
landfill or in the yard. We have a soft plastic recycling bin, a
paper/cardboard recycling bin and a mixed recycling bin for hard
plastics, foil, tin cans and glass. There are compost helpers and
recyclers in each community who take responsibility for the waste. The
Green Team have made some wonderful videos to promote and teach
the other students about recycling and each fortnight one community
is awarded with the Recycling Award at assembly. Through both the
Science curriculum and school wide positive behaviour sessions,
students are taught about the benefits of recycling, why it is important
and how they can contribute.

The frog bog and Eucalypt Canopy

Our Frog Bog was built to ensure that local amphibian species have a
safe habitat to live in. There has been a decrease in frog populations
with the expansion of housing and infrastructure and our students love
the fact that we are providing a home for these beautiful animals. You
can hear the Pobblebonk frog calling when you walk by the frog bog.
Our eucalypt canopy is growing taller every day and it is a great place to
take the students during outdoor education sessions. Students at TSPS
are taught about animals, lifecycles, threats to species and how they
can help.

Student leadership in sustainability
Ten grade 5/6 students are selected each year to take part in the Werribee Zoo “Extinction fighters”
excursion to research one of our local endangered animals, the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. They make a
presentation at the zoo in front of 100 students and zoo experts and then bought their knowledge back to
TSPS to educate our school. Each and every community at TSPS helps by collecting 5 cent pieces and we were
able to raise over $100 in 2017 and 2018 combined, which is enough to sponsor a Bandicoot for almost a
year! In 2017 we named our 1 year old female Bandicoot “Trugaluna,” which is a hybrid of our school name
and the word Luna which means moon. The Eastern Barred bandicoot is a nocturnal animal so this name felt
very fitting. In 2018 we named our Bandicoot “Philinina” and both have now been released into the wild on
Phillip Island where there is an absence of foxes, their predators. We look forward to taking part in the
program this year. The Werribee Zoo has been so generous they have allowed us to do an additional free
excursion with 54 students in June to learn more about endangered species.

Kids teaching Kids
For the past two years we have taken part in “Kids Teaching Kids” which is a national initiative involving
hundreds of schools across Australia. A group of 20 students from our school went to Carranballac P-9
College in 2017 to present a workshop on “Upcycling and recycling.” The students developed a script, props,
an animation, a quiz and magnificent objects they made from items in the recycling bin. The audience were
thrilled to learn how to weave a bookmark out of plastic bags and even got
to take this home.
In 2018 TSPS hosted its own “Kids
Teaching Kids” event. Students
from three local schools presented
a lesson on sustainability to the
Emerald community, and some
students from the TSPS Green
Team presented a lesson on Frog
Habitats. This program is designed
to empower students to be the
change they wish to see in the
world while facilitating community
connections.

Vegetable Gardening
The students at TSPS planted seeds and watched them grow
into radishes, carrots, lettuce, rocket, spinach, beetroot,
beans, snow peas, strawberries and more. They took care of
these plants by watering them daily and harvesting the fruit
and vegetables when they were ready. The Green Team set
up a stall at some of our whole school assemblies where they
sell their produce and worm wee which is a great fertilizer!

Competitions and awards
In addition to our fortnightly Recycling Award, every term we run a competition to promote sustainability.
The students usually come up with the ideas for these competitions and judge the entries. We have had a
“Dress for the Weather” competition whereby students could make a poster, video, song or other form of
media to show how they could dress to save energy and an “Inventor’s Competition” to encourage students
to upcycle and make something new from trash.

Water and Energy Saving
Reducing our energy and water use is a key priority at TSPS
which we take seriously and try our best to manage.
Energy monitors have been nominated in some
communities and they are making sure that lights, TV’s and
other electrical devices are off during lunchtime and after
school. Members of the Green Team do Energy Audits
where they bring a checklist to each community and check
to see which one is the most energy efficient. Students are
also taught about the “Every Drop Counts” campaign to
help them be water conscious. The Green Team have put
posters in the toilets and at the bubble taps to remind
everyone about this initiative and have created many
videos with water and energy saving tips.

