Sustainability
Truganina South Primary School takes part in the ResourceSmart program which is a Victorian Government
initiative that helps schools benefit from embedding sustainability in everything they do. Being a
ResourceSmart school creates real-life learning opportunities whereby students actively participate in
various sustainability initiatives such as Clean-up Australia Day, National tree Planting Day, vegetable
gardening, recycling, composting, water and energy saving practises and competitions run by the student
“Green Team.” TSPS is currently a 4 star school and aiming to become 5 star. We take pride in helping the
environment and ensuring a sustainable future for the next generation. Sustainability is taught through the
Science program, in school wide positive behaviour sessions by classroom teachers and via whole school
events, competitions and initiatives, which are explained below.

Clean-up Australia Day
The whole school participates by picking up rubbish and making their
school yard clean and safe. The grade 5/6’s also help the surrounding
community by cleaning up federation trail. This annual event
promotes a sense of respect and appreciation for our environment.

National Tree Planting Day
Selected communities across the school helped plant 350 trees and shrubs this year. A new native garden
was planted near the Ruby community inside our school grounds to add to our biodiversity and create more
homes for the wildlife in the area. The grade 3/4 students enjoyed working with the council volunteers to
plant 300 trees just outside the school gates on federation trail.

Recycling, Composting and Worm Farming
Our students help out with waste and ensure that it doesn’t end
up in landfill or in the yard. We have a soft plastic recycling bin, a
paper/cardboard recycling bin and a mixed recycling bin for hard
plastics, foil, tin cans and glass. There are compost helpers in the
grade 1/2 communities, recycling collectors in the grade 5/6
communities and clean up monitors who pick up rubbish around
the school yard at the end of lunch and recess. The Green Team
have made some wonderful videos to promote and teach the
other students about recycling and each fortnight one
community is awarded with the Recycling Award at assembly.
Through both the Science curriculum and school wide positive
behaviour sessions, students are taught about the benefits of
recycling, why it is important and how they can contribute.

Vegetable Gardening
The students at TSPS planted
seeds and watched them grow
into radishes, carrots, lettuce,
rocket, spinach, beetroot, beans,
snow peas, strawberries and
more. They took care of these
plants by watering them daily and
harvesting
the
fruit
and
vegetables when they were
ready. The Green Team have recently set up a stall at the whole school assembly
where they sell their produce and worm wee which is a great fertilizer!

The frog bog and Eucalypt Canopy
Our Frog Bog was built to ensure that local amphibian species have
a safe habitat to live in. There has been a decrease in frog
populations with the expansion of housing and infrastructure and
our students love the fact that we are providing a home for these
beautiful animals. You can hear the Pobblebonk frog calling when
you walk by the frog bog. Our eucalypt canopy is growing taller
every day and it is a great place to take the students during outdoor
education sessions. Students at TSPS are taught about animals,
lifecycles, threats to species and how they can help.

Water and Energy Saving
Reducing our energy and water use is a key priority at TSPS
which we take seriously and try our best to manage.
Energy monitors have been nominated in some
communities and they are making sure that lights, TV’s and
other electrical devices are off during lunchtime and after
school. Members of the Green Team are currently doing
“Energy Audits” where they bring a checklist to each
community and check to see which one is the most energy
efficient. The Green Team announce the Super Duper
Energy Saver Community at the whole school assembly
each fortnight to encourage all teachers and students to
be energy efficient. Students are also taught about the
“Every Drop Counts” campaign to help them be water
conscious. The Green Team have put posters in the toilets
and at the bubble taps to remind everyone about this
initiative and have created a video with water saving tips.

Competitions and awards
In addition to our fortnightly Recycling Award and Super Duper Energy Saver
Award, every term we run a competition to promote sustainability. The
students usually come up with the ideas for these competitions and judge
the entries. This year we had a “Dress for the Weather” competition
whereby students could make a poster, video, song or other form of media
to show how they could dress to save energy. In term 4 we had an inventor’s
competition to encourage students to upcycle and make something new
from trash.

Student leadership in sustainability
Ten grade 5/6 students were selected to take part
in the Werribee Zoo “Extinction fighters - Love Your
Locals” excursion to research one of our local
endangered animals, the Eastern Barred Bandicoot.
They made a presentation at the zoo in front of 100
students and zoo experts and then bought their
knowledge back to TSPS to educate our school. Each
and every community at TSPS helped by collecting 5
cent pieces and we were able to raise $77, which is
enough to sponsor a Bandicoot for 5 months!
We named our 1 year old female Bandicoot “Trugaluna,” which is a hybrid of our school name and the word
Luna which means moon. The Eastern Barred bandicoot is a nocturnal animal so this name felt very fitting.
The Green Team organised a “Sustainability Pyjama Day” to fundraise for various sustainability initiatives.
Two of our grade 1/2 students were so passionate about helping the platypus after learning about pollution
in the Werribee River through their inquiry topic that they decided to make a video and raise money to help
the platypus have a safe and clean habitat. We donated $200 to the Werribee River Association.
The grade 5/6 science captains met with Nicole Butler from Environment Education Victoria, along with two
Master of Education students from RMIT University to discuss Truganina South Primary School’s
sustainability practises. They did an amazing job at answering questions and explaining our passion for
sustainability, which was later written up as an article by the RMIT University students.

Kids teaching Kids
Teaching other students how to upcycle

This year we took part in “Kids Teaching Kids” which is a
national initiative involving hundreds of schools across
Australia. A group of 20 students from our school went to
Carranballac P-9 College to present a workshop on “Upcycling
and recycling.” The students developed a script, props, an
animation, a quiz and magnificent objects they made from
items in the recycling bin. The audience were thrilled to learn
how to weave a bookmark out of plastic bags and even got to
take this home. Our students did a fantastic job and their
dedication to living sustainably was evident.
In addition to this, a group of students from grade 1-6 visited
our local Kindergarten to teach the kids about sustainability
and what we do at TSPS. They bought along some pictures
and props to help the young ones understand.

