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SCHOOL VALUES 
 

 

Relationships 

Excellence 

Acceptance 

Collaboration 

Honesty 

DIARY DATES & HIGHLIGHTS 

Mon 6th August, 2012  Grade 3-6 Camp Students from Coral Community 

Wed 8th August, 2012 Grade 3-6 Camp Students from Topaz Community 

A Message from the PrincipalA Message from the PrincipalA Message from the PrincipalA Message from the Principal    
    

Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my concerns about the dangerous road practices of people 
picking up and dropping off students. This morning I witnessed parents and guardians double parking, speeding, 
parking on the wrong side of the road and allowing their children to get out of the car from the road side of the car. 
I urge all drivers to consider the safety of our students. Parking Officers and Police have been alerted and have 
promised they will be issuing fines to anyone not abiding by the road rules. 
 

We acknowledge that as the school grows the traffic issues are going to present us with ongoing challenges.  As a 
school we are working hard to meet these challenges and to ensure the safety of our students: 
 

• Over the past 18 months we have included traffic safety as an integral part of our curriculum 

• Ensured a crossing supervisor mans our crossing 

• Developed a Travel Smart Plan which has been endorsed by the Department of Transport and launched at the 
school 

• Provided constant reminders in the newsletters about how and where to park to ensure the safety of all students 

• Coordinated designated “Walk to School Days” 

• Provided a bike shed to encourage students to ride bikes and scooters to school to elevate the number of 
 students being driven to school 

 

We struggle to accommodate all staff in the carpark we have been allocated- hence teachers have been parking on 
the street. We are currently in the process of accessing quotes for a second carpark so that we can get all staff cars off 
the street and as a result free up more parking spaces for parents 
 

Further to this: 

• We have designated disabled parking facilities for parents who have the relevant council approved sticker. 

• We personally supervise the parking around the school to the best of our ability.  
 
Our priority is always the safety of the students.  Unfortunately many parents, despite warnings that traffic officers are 
observing and booking poor driving practices, still continue to put our students at risk and park illegally. I invite the 
parking officers into the school zone. I encourage them to issue parking tickets or warnings to anyone who puts the 
safety of our students at risk. I'm sure you would appreciate that student safety is our first priority. 
 

I have addressed these issues at School Council. Our School Councilors are making recommendations to the 
Wyndham Council. I am meeting with the Mayor, our School Council President and other relevant staff to discuss the 
possibility of establishing a 2 minute drop off zone in Parkvista Drive and at the court adjoining the YMCA.  
 

Please be assured we are working hard to address the parking issues around the school.  I encourage all families to 
support us in our endeavors by abiding by the traffic rules to ensure the safety of each and every one of our students. 
 

Mandy O’Mara 
 



  
 

Some of you may have heard or read that 2012 is the National Year of Reading. At Truganina South Primary school we 
believe that reading is an important part of your child’s education and it is one of the schools priorities in the Schools 
Strategic Plan. Further information related to the National year of Reading can be found at http://www.love2read.org.au/
index.cfm.  
 

To celebrate the National Year of Reading all of Australia is invited to participate in the Reading Hour on the 25th August. 
 

“Sharing a book with your child for 10 minutes a day, an hour a week is our aim for  Reading Hour on the 25 
August 2012. We know it’s not always possible for parents to share a book at bedtime with their children, but if 
you can manage 10 minutes most nights, your child will have the best chance of becoming a good reader, with 
all the social and educational benefits that brings. Most of our brain development happens between birth and 
three years of age, so it’s not enough to assume that your children will learn to read when they get to school. 
Parents need to share stories and rhymes right from day one – and a good way of finding out more is to join 
story-times, rhyme-times, baby bounce and toddler sessions at your local library. The Reading Hour is nominally 
6pm to 7pm” 

 

We hope that all families can get involved and help us to improve students literacy skills. Please take the time to check the 
following web link for more information about the Reading hour http://www.thereadinghour.org.au/ 
 

This term we will be also celebrating Literacy and Numeracy Week and Book Week . This year Book Week will be held 
between Saturday 18 – Friday 24 August. The theme this year is “Champions Read” The theme is linked to the National 
Year of Reading.  In the coming weeks we will be displaying all the nominated books. We will also be organizing a dress 
up day of children’s favourite book characters. 
 

Literacy and Numeracy week will also be taking place this term between the 27th August- 2nd September.  To begin the 
celebrations of Literacy and Numeracy week we would like to invite all our families in to share a book with their child/ren 
following assembly. At 2pm on Wednesday 29 August we will be meeting in the gym to share the story “Pearl Barley and 
Charlie Parsley” Schools, libraries and Kindergartens from all over Australia have been invited to read this story together. 
All our friends and families are invited to join us. Families from Emerald and Turquoise Community will be invited to attend 
a Numeracy Family night on the Wednesday 29th August. Further details regarding this event will be sent home with the 
children from these communities in the coming weeks. 
 

Students from Coral and Topaz communities have be involved in using Edcube over the last few weeks.  Edcube is an 
online program which allows our children to upload and share work they have created in class and at home. It provide 
them with the resources to work collaboratively with other students and share their learning journeys.  Please make sure 
that you ask your children to share with you this fabulous tool. 

 

Tracy Peters & Michael Laird 
Assistant Principals 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS  CURRICULUM REPORT 

July the 24th was the 100th DAY OF SCHOOL! 
 

Since the beginning of the year Learning Communities have been busily counting up to the 100th day of school. 
Every morning the chart is crossed off for another day that has passed and students work out how many days were 
left until the 100th day of school. On the 24th of July we were able to celebrate the wonderful occasion. 
The Prep Learning Communities celebrated by having their Prep Breakfast and investigating the different ways they 
could use and make things with 100 items. They listed their favourite 100 books and the 100 words they can write. 
The Prep Communities ended the day of celebration by releasing 100 balloons. 
The 1/2 Learning Communities celebrated by bringing bags that had 100 items in them and compared the volumes 
of these bags. There was an amazing race where teams competed to complete different activities such as running 
100 metres, shovelling 100 buckets of sand, making chains with 100 links. They rotated through different activities 
that required them to find 100 words, numbers and created hats to celebrate the special occasion. There was also a 
very special poem about 100 days of school. 
The 3-6 Learning Communities celebrated by photographing 100 smiles and dis-

playing them, writing about the 100 days of 
school within an outline of the number 100, bring-
ing bags that had 100 items in them and        
comparing them in a Venn Diagram and eating 
100  muffins. They also completed different activi-
ties in rotations surrounding the number 100. 
It was a great day full of fun and laughs. A big 
thank you to all the staff for making it an exciting 
day of celebrations. We can’t wait to celebrate the 
100th day of school next year. 
 

Brianna Morelli 
Numeracy Leading Teacher 



DO-

NATIONS NEEDED 

 

  

Seeing 

Eye 
Dogs Austra 

 

The library is open at  

recess as follows; 
 

   Tuesdays – Amethyst, Ruby, Diamond 

   Wednesdays – Emerald, Turquoise 

   Thursdays – Coral, Topaz 

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
Well done to all the students that have started the Premiers Reading Challenge. 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE  www.education.vic.gov.au/pr 

Please make sure 

you have your 

Library Bag 

CONGRATULATIONS  

 JONAN LAU 5/6  & EMILY MCCAULIFF 3/4 

FOR REPRESENTING TRUGANINA SOUTH PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

AT THE WYNDHAM  SPELLING BEE 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

 
Seeing Eye Dogs Australia is currently in need of bedding materials to provide warmth and  comfort to the dogs which    reside in 

the kennels. This is particularly  important during the chilly winter months.  Donations of sheets, towels, doona covers, blankets 

and underlay's would be greatly  appreciated (please note we cannot accept donations of pillows or down/feather-filled doonas).  

Please bring donations to Amber in  Turquoise Community  



School Banking Day Reminder 

 
 
Don’t forget that MONDAY is School Banking day and students should bring in their weekly deposit in the Yellow 
Wallet and hand into their class teacher 
 
For every deposit made at school, no matter how big or small, students will receive a cool Dollarmites token. The 
first token will be received upon the first deposit at school.  
Once students have individually collected 10 tokens they can then be redeemed for a range of great, exclusive re-
ward items in recognition of their continued savings behaviour. 
 
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program at Truganina South Primary School 

 
If your child would like to join in the program at school, simply visit any Commonwealth branch and open a YOUTH-
SAVER Dollarmite account then bring the book into school every MONDAY with their $ to start collecting for re-
wards…..simple! 
 
Our local Commonwealth Bank School Banking Specialist is SUSAN BRAILSFORD, she can be contacted on         
0422 116 040 or susan.brailsford@cba.com.au with any questions or queries 





adidas School Athletics Carnival 
 
 
We will be holding an adidas School Athletics Carnival as a major fundraising event this year. The event will 

be held on Thursday 16th August, 2012 at the Victoria University Athletics track.  This event and fundraiser is 

for all students in years 3-6. 

 
The adidas School Athletics Carnival is a healthy, fun and active fundraiser that ensures we send the right message 
to our students about getting active, having fun and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. The main focus of this event is on 
participation. Family support is most appreciated as we encourage all students to get involved. 
 
All students have received a Sponsorship Form to help collect sponsorship on behalf of the school. The funds raised 
will be used to purchase: Soccer goals (on the oval) 
 
We ask all parents to read the Sponsorship Form and sign the front page to grant permission for their child to fund-
raise and participate in this event.  Students who raise just $10 or more will receive a reward for effort. In the Spon-
sorship Form you will also find many other benefits like the chance to win a family holiday in Disneyland! 
 
Students wanting to train for our event and to receive advice from sporting heroes like Scott Prince, Dale Thomas, 
Sally Pearson and other elite adidas athletes can do so by logging onto schoolfunrun.com.au/students and clicking 
create a profile. Students who register will be in the running to WIN a Nintendo Wii and bonus Wii Fit Plus! 
 
Finally, we would like to welcome parents and family members to attend the adidas School Athletics Carnival event 
day at the Victoria University Athletics track on Thursday 16th August, 2012 to help cheer on the students. 
 
If you would like to volunteer and help out on the day please contact the school on Phone: 9296 1800 

 
 
Thank you, good luck and happy fundraising! 
 
 
Brendan Chugg 

Physical Education 


