




Dear Parents and Guardians 

Welcome to our first newsletter for Term 3 and my very first newsletter as the new Princi-
pal of Truganina South Primary School. I am honoured and delighted to have been select-
ed for this very important role within such a wonderfully diverse and vibrant community. 
A video message from me will be posted shortly on our school website but just briefly I 
want to assure you that I will continue the great work established in particular by Mandy 
O’Mara and Tracy Peters. Of course, education is about continuous improvement in 
providing the best opportunities for all our students to achieve their personal best. I am a 
passionate educator who believes and expects that every child, every day, in every class, 
with every teacher has every opportunity to achieve their potential and grow academical-
ly, socially, physically and emotionally. I will continue to live and foster the five core values 
of the school- Relationships, Excellence, Acceptance, Collaboration and Honesty. I am 
looking forward to creating more opportunities for greater community involvement and 
remind you all that the home / school partnership is a very important one. “It takes a vil-
lage to raise a child”. Please continue to access Compass and our Facebook pages as well 
as our website to keep informed about all that is happening at Truganina South. Working 
together we can achieve great things for our children. I look forward to meeting you and 
working together. 

 

 Little about Me 

I have been in education for 30 + years having worked in the State System and in the 
Western Suburbs for my entire career. Over the years I have worked across Prep- Year 9 
levels and have been a classroom and specialist teacher, Leading Teacher in Literacy, Assis-
tant Principal, Acting Principal and now Principal of Truganina 
South. Most of my career has been in the Wyndham Network 
so I know the wider community very well. My previous school 
was Baden Powell P-9 College, with Curriculum and leading the 
Year 7-9 community my main responsibilities. 

I have one daughter, three cats and support the Western Bull-
dogs and Melbourne Storm. I love to cook and read and I love 
to travel. Some of my most recent travels have taken me across 
the world- USA (twice), China, Central Australia and Italy. 



Good Bye and Good Luck 

After an amazing 6 years at the helm of Truganina South Tracy Peters has been successful 
in attaining a Campus Principal position (P-4) at Mernda P-12 (due to open in 2017). She is 
joining Mandy O’Mara. On behalf of the TSPS community I extend congratulations, best 
wishes and a huge thank you for all the work she has carried out in creating such a won-
derful school. 

I also wish to extend congratulations to both Jo Papageorge and Rily Dorgan who will also 
be leaving us as they have secured promotions to other school communities. Jo has se-
cured an Assistant Principal position at Epping North Primary (also to open in 2017) and 
Rily has secured a Leading Teacher position at Tarneit P-9. Whilst it is sad for our communi-
ty, it is a great thing for State Education when excellent practitioners share their craft with 
others and grow other colleagues. I again wish them both best wishes in their new ven-
tures. 

In keeping status quo, Joel Riddle will continue in the Acting Assistant Principal role and 
Mel Colombini will assume Team Leader role for both 3/ 4 communities 
(Emerald and Coral). 

I would like to acknowledge and welcome three new staff members to 
the school community. Welcome to Hamish Dahl (Sapphire), Demi Isles 
(Ruby) and Andy Hair (PE).  

As for the new Principal, I am delighted, excited and very pleased to 
have been welcomed so kindly into the Truganina South PS community. 

 

Attendance  

In order that children achieve their personal best it is paramount that, unless unwell, stu-
dents should be at school every day, on time. Students are not to be at school before 
8.30am and must be at school by 8.40am to begin learning. I have been concerned by the 
number of students who are arriving late to school. If your child is late every day by 10 
minutes that is 50 minutes in one week of learning time lost. If this continues for a month 
this equates to 200 mins (approximately 3 ½ hours), over a term that would be approxi-
mately 10 hours of tuition missed. As you can see it all adds up. Remember “It is Cool to be 
at School”. 

 

Late Pick Up 

At the other end of the day, students are dismissed at 3.00pm. On occasion  
parents / carers may run a little late in collecting the students after school. The 
school should be advised of this. I have noticed, however, a number of students 
in the library area still waiting to be collected nearly an hour after school has 
been dismissed. Please be prompt to collect students. The students have long, 

full days of learning and it is not always possible to expect teachers to supervise when they 
are required to be in meetings. We are fortunate to have the YMCA that provides out of 
school care if early drops and late pickups are to be a regular occurrence. 



Traffic 

I have enjoyed getting out in the yard at the end of the day to meet and 
greet parents and guardians as the students leave school at the end of 
their busy day. I have noticed and am quite concerned about some unsafe 
practices with regards school pick up and drop offs. I am aware that 
Wyndham Council does do ransom checks and send representatives to enforce parking re-
strictions. I understand there is work being carried about to develop a Travel Plan for the 
School. I ask that you please be patient, do not ask your child to race across to your car if it 
is parked across the road and please refrain from double parking. These situations create 
blind spots and surprises for other drivers when students suddenly appear from behind 
cars. Please let’s keep our students safe. 

Parent Opinion Survey 

Every year at this time the Education Department issues the Parent Opin-
ion Survey which all state schools are to conduct within their own com-
munities. The surveys are a random sample and for our enrolment we are 
asked to send the survey to 105 families across our school. The families 
are electronically selected, we do not choose. If your family has been se-
lected your child will have brought home the survey pack on Monday 
afternoon. I ask that you please take 30 minutes or so to complete the 

survey. The survey must be returned Friday July 29th. It is returned to school in a sealed 
envelope provided and is sent to the department for collation and analysis. The school 
then receives the information and uses this to celebrate successes, continue great practice 
and look for areas of improvement. I do appreciate you taking the time to complete the 
survey. 

Review 

Truganina South is about to begin  a Peer Review Process, which looks  at the past 4 years 
and sees the development of the School’s Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation plan 
for the next 4 years. The process is rigorous with teacher; student and 
parent voice all playing an important part. The survey mentioned is one 
way in which families can contribute their thoughts. There will be other 
forums seeking advice and input. I have met with the School Improve-
ment Education Officer, Judy Maguire, and will shortly tender for an ex-
ternal reviewer to guide our work in this process. Exciting and important 
work ahead.    

 

Yours in Education.  

 

Principal 



A very warm welcome back to all of our staff, students and fami-

lies as we begin another term at TSPS.   We hope you all had an 

enjoyable break and feel refreshed and are ready to learn some 

exciting new things in all of our curriculum areas. 

 

Cohort Newsletters – At the end of this week all of the different cohorts will 

place on COMPASS their own curriculum newsletters.  The newsletters will in-

form you of what will take place in all curriculum areas as well as notifying 

you of important dates to take note of, expectations around home learn-

ing, timetables and important reminders.  They will also celebrate the suc-

cess of our students in term two.  Please log onto COMPASS and take a look 

at all of the great things happening throughout this busy term. 

 

Book Week – From August 22nd – August 26th will see Book Week 

take place.  Students will be exposed to some great activities and 

pencil in your diaries August 25th for our annual Book Week parade 

in the gym.  Looking forward to seeing the students dress up in 

some amazing book characters once more. 

 

Camp Programs – Our Prep community students already have had the  

opportunity to take part in their camp program at Prep Breakfast.  

It was great to see the room a buzz with the students coming 

dressed to school in their pyjamas, eating breakfast and then hav-

ing to dress themselves, in order to be ready for the school day.  

Congratulations to the Prep team who organised the terrific event.  

Our attention now shifts to the grade 1/2 communities as their camp pro-

gram involves a sleep over at school in September.  More information to 

come shortly about this event.  Lastly, a reminder to our grade 3-6 parents 

of students who are attending the three camp 

at Alexandra Adventure Resort in October.   

All payments are due by the end of this term.  

 

 

 

 



Inquiry Expos – All of the different cohorts will once again take part in some 

inquiry based learning throughout the term.  The process starts by posing a 

question, problem or scenario and they begin exploring ideas and infor-

mation about that topic.  They continue to inquire and decide how they will 

take action and communicate their findings.  It culminates in an INQUIRY EX-

PO which will take place late in the term.  Stay tuned for exact dates shortly.  

Below you will find a brief description of all of all of their topics: 

 

Foundation – They will unpack the question, ‘How do I impact my environ-

ment?’  The students will begin to inquire about what makes up our environ-

ment and resulting from that, how we as humans can have both a positive 

and negative impact on it.  They will explore different factors that make up 

our environment along with exploring ideas around saving water, learning 

how to recycle and how to protect ourselves from the sun. 

 

Grade One/Two – They will unpack the question, ‘How does the environ-

ment help meet humans needs?’  The students will inquire and identify hu-

man needs and why we actually have needs.  They will explore resources, 

what different types of resources there are and how we use those resources 

every day.  They will take it one step further & determine what would hap-

pen if resources run out. 

 

Grade Three/Four – They will unpack the question, ‘What are our needs in 

daily life?  The students will begin exploring and determining what are our 

personal needs, how do we manage them and where do we go to source 

them.  The second part of their inquiry will focus on community and they will 

explore rules and laws.  They will inquire about who enforces laws, how do 

we change laws and who ultimately makes decisions around laws. 

 

Grade Five/Six – They will unpack the question, ‘How do we change our 

ways to sustain our resources for longer?’ This particular topic will be broken 

up into two parts.  Part one will see students identify how the Wyndham 

community defines and uses resources.  They will explore the role of consum-

ers, workers and producers in the economy.  Secondly they will explore the 

use of resources at TSPS and discover how we can become more sustaina-

ble and save money. 

As you can see there are many great things taking place this term. 

 

Joel Riddle 

Acting Assistant Principal 



ENGAGEMENT IN THE YARD 

The Play Pod has arrived and the material for the POD is being delivered on August 2nd. The staff and stu-

dents will investigate the POD first during the day for the first week. After that it will be rolled out 

throughout the following 2 weeks by house groups. This allows for a range of ages to play and discover 

together. After this it will be open to everyone at all play times. It will also be 

opened to communities to use for and during class instruction time. 

CURRICULUM DAY 

During the 10th June we had a Curriculum Day. We had 2 different presenters.  

They focused on Positive Psychology and Managed Risk Play. 

POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

We learnt about the importance of learning how to be positive to help us solve problems and manage 

difficult times. We learnt that we all have different strengths that when combined allows for positive 

problems solving strategies. 

MANAGED RISK PLAY 

We learnt about the importance of play: 

 Physical development and fitness      

 Critical to cognitive development 

 Emotion regulation and social skills 

 New experiences and experiments  

 Resilience and coping skills 

 Therapy and stress release 

 Fun, friendships and happiness  

 

The NED Show 

The NED Show is a character education program that centers around three important messages that have 

life-long relevance: Never give up, Encourage others and Do your best. During the assembly, students will 

learn about the importance of these three life skills while also enjoying storytelling, magic, humor and yo-

yo tricks. 

http://www.thenedshow.com/ned_program.html 

 

Brianna Morelli 

Student Wellbeing and Engagement 

Assistant Principal 

http://www.thenedshow.com/ned_program.html


It is hard to believe that term 3 is well under way now and the children have just celebrated 100 days at 
school! This year is certainly flying by. It was great to see the photos on the TSPS Facebook page of the 
various celebrations for 100 days and the fun that the children are able to engage in for events like this. In 
term 2 the Back in Time day also saw many a great outfit being worn and a lot of fun for the children. Well 
done to the school leaders who put on games for the children to participate in. 

I'd like to welcome Linda Danese as the new School Principal. I look forward to working with Linda as she 
settles into her new role. Linda has a wealth of experience in both teaching and leading a school, and is 
familiar with Wyndham having been Acting Principal at Baden Powell College.  

A big thank you to Tracy for stepping into the Acting Principal role upon Mandy's departure. We wish Tracy 
all the best as she moves into her new role as a Junior School Principal. You will be greatly missed as you 
have been so instrumental in creating the vision and culture of TSPS since the school opened.   

On behalf of the school council we would really like to encourage parents who are randomly selected to 
receive the Parent Opinion Survey to complete this. It is anonymous and provides useful information to the 
Education Department and to the school. It is a great opportunity to provide your feedback about the 
school so that plans for the future can be made and implemented.  

It was great to see children across the communities participate in the National Family Reading Month in 
May. We hope those students who are participating in the Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge are en-
joying this great initiative. These sorts of opportunities are a super way to encourage children to read and 
develop their literacy skills.  

I have been really pleased to see the focus this year, particularly with the Preps and Grade 1/2s on devel-
oping their understanding of being healthy human beings. I look forward to seeing The Hungry Student 
Cookbook, an initiative by Emerald Community of healthy recipes provided by students and families. The 
more we can introduce early on ways to be healthy, through fitness, nutrition, stress reduction techniques 
and so on, the better we can help our children to form positive habits that will stand them in good stead for 
the rest of their lives. To see the school engage in learning opportunities with the children around these 
topics is fantastic.  

Thank you so the school community for participating in the highly successful STEAM night in Term 2. The 
teachers put in a huge amount of effort for the evening to take place, and by the large numbers of students 
and families in attendance it was certainly a hit.  

The school council and teaching community are very concerned about the safety of our TSPS students 
during the school drop off and pick up times. There are many instances of road rules not being followed 
and children are being put in danger. We would like to encourage all those who are dropping off and pick-
ing up children via car to ensure that road rules are being followed and to keep a vigilant eye out for chil-
dren getting in and out of cars and trying to cross to/from the school. I'd like to encourage people to also 
take advantage of parking in the Truganina Community Centre car park and walk the few minutes to 
school.  This would help in alleviating some of the traffic congestion around the school.  

I look forward to working with the school and council for the rest of the school year. We will soon enter a 
busy period with the school's review being undertaken as part of standard procedures by the Education 
Department .  

I would really like to hear from the school community about your thoughts and ideas for how we can con-
tinue to improve and meet the needs of our community, or if you have any feedback you would like to 
share. Please feel free to contact me at Duncan.kirsten.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Kind regards, 

Kirsten Duncan 

School Council President. 

mailto:Duncan.kirsten.k@edumail.vic.gov.au




At Truganina South Primary School we are lucky to have outside physical activity pro-
viders who give fitness opportunities to our students & the wider community.  

(see Hirer for costs involved)   

If you would like to increase your child's fitness or even be part of a group fitness  

program & would like to find out more information about any of the below programs, 
please contact our office or go directly to their website. 

 

Monday: Fit Kicks (Sport & Fitness) 3.00- 4.00pm  www.fitkicks.com.au                            

                  Kelly Sports (Dance) 3.00-4.00pm www.kellysports.com.au                          

                  Truganina South Frogs Basketball Club 4.30-5.30pm       
           www.truganinasouthfrogs.teamapp.com                                               

 
Tuesday: DC Sports (Basketball) 10.50-11.20am   

          www.dchoopsacademy.com.au                       

                  Fit Kicks (Sport & Fitness) 3.00-4.00pm 

                  Truganina South Frogs Basketball Club 4.30-6.30pm         

 
Wednesday: Truganina South Frogs Basketball Club 4.30-6.30pm 

                         Lizard Fitness (Bodyblast Bootcamp) 6.30-7.30pm  

         www.facebook.com/lizardfitnesstraining                

 
Thursday: *Sporting Schools Program/Kelly Sports (Softball) 3.10-4.10pm  

    (* Limited numbers & Grade 3-4 only) 

                    Truganina South Frogs Basketball Club 4.30-6.30pm 

 
Friday: DC Sports (Tennis) 8.00-8.40am www.dctennis.com.au        

              *Sporting Schools Program/Kelly Sports (Softball) 3.10-4.10pm  

      (*Limited numbers & Grade 1-2 only) 

              Truganina South frogs Basketball Club 4.30-5.30pm 

 

Saturday: Fit Kicks (Autism Sport Program) 9.00am-12.15pm 

http://www.fitkicks.com.au
http://www.kellysports.com.au
http://www.truganinasouthfrogs.teamapp.com
http://www.dchoopsacademy.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/lizardfitnesstraining
http://www.dctennis.com.au




Our Foundation to Year 2 students have been working on understanding Quantity and  

Partitioning during their Numeracy sessions. 

Quantity 

Did you know that pointing at objects or pictures and counting them does not necessarily mean that a child knows how 
many there are? Gathering a given number of objects is much more important than counting existing collections. 

Some tips for things you can do at home to support this learning: 

 Ask your child to bring you four (or a different number) objects (blocks, spoons, pegs etc.)  Did they get the right 

 amount? 

 Ask your child to get out the cups for everyone to have a drink, but don't tell them how many to get. Ask them how many   

 they need and then let them get that amount from the cupboard. Can they work out how many are needed and get the 

 right amount? 

 Ask your child to set the table for dinner for your family. Ask them how many people there will be, and correct them if 

 needed. Then ask them to get out the right about of plates, forks etc. Did they get out the right amount of each item?  

 Ask your child to work out how many cups/plates they would need if another family was visiting for dinner. 

 Tell your child how many pieces of food that they are allowed to have from a sharing plate (e.g. "You can have four apple 

 slices. Why don't you get your own bowl and put your slices in there?"). Do they separate out the right number of 

 items? 

If you go shopping with your child: Ask your child to place three, four or five apples (or other items on your list) in a bag. In-
crease the number of items you ask them to get when they are successful. 

 

Partitioning 

Numbers can be made from smaller amounts in lots of different ways. Eight can be made from a four and another four, but it 
can also be made from a three and a five. Breaking numbers into parts like this is called Partitioning. When children can parti-

tion numbers in lots of different ways, it makes it easier to learn how to add and subtract.  

  

Some tips for things you can do at home to support this learning: 

 Play with Lego and ask questions like, "What different blocks could I use to cover this six dot block?" Look at different 

combinations that can be used. 

 Talk about ways to share items between a few people: e.g. "We have five cherries. What different ways could you share 

them with your brother?" Make sure that you do this same sharing exercise with amounts that cannot be shared evenly as 

well so that your child needs to decide what to do with the leftovers. 

 Play skittles (six or ten plastic bottles works well). Talk about how many you knocked down and ask your child to work 

out how many are still left. 

 Instead of giving high fives, make "cool high fives", where you have to use two hands to show five fingers. 

If you are shopping with your child: 

 Ask your child to get you a certain number of apples or other fruit. Ask them to put three in one bag and the rest in a 

second bag. Let them work out how many to put in the second bag. 

(Ideas: Tierney Kennedy, Back to Front Maths) 



 



Here is a sample of what is available. The first link below will give you access to 

the English version of the booklet and the second link for translated copies.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
involve/Pages/literacynum.aspx  

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
involve/Pages/literacynumtrans.aspx 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/literacynum.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/literacynum.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/literacynumtrans.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/literacynumtrans.aspx


Open Science Classroom for PREP Parents 
Please come and join your child in their Science Class! 

Heather will meet you at the Science room at the start of  

your child’s session. So much fun to be had!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Year Six Students will be experiencing Science in a Secondary 
classroom with a visit to Suzanne Cory High School in Werribee for 

the day on Thursday 18th August. This should be an exciting day!  

Michael, Heather and Vicki will be attending with the Year 6  

students. 

Throughout Science Week there will be 100 Science Facts  

located around the school on brightly coloured paper.  

Students - collect your passport at the Science room, fill it in 
and return it to the box in the science room to go into the 

draw to win a Science Prize to be drawn at Assembly at the 
end of Science week!!  

Day Session Time 

Tuesday 16th
 

August 

1.     Amethyst D 8.50 – 9.50 

  2.     Amethyst F 9.50 – 10.50 

Wednesday 17th  

August 

1.     Prep Topaz C 8.50 – 9.50 

  2.     Prep Topaz A 9.50 – 10.50 



Here are some photos from our planting 
sessions today – always working to im-
prove student knowledge and Biodiversity 
across TSPS… 







Address: 27 Higgins Way Truganina VIC 3029 

AUCTION 13 August 2016 at 2:00pm 

Looking for a Perfect Family Home, then look no further!! 

27 Higgins Way Truganina is truly special. This exquisite 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with a 2-
car garage, is too good to last. Positioned on a corner block, located in a quiet street and friendly 
community on 508sqm of land. This home has it all, a neat kitchen with stainless steel applianc-
es, brand new dishwasher, open plan living that looks out onto a spacious and handsome and 
low maintenance backyard with exposed aggregate concrete and synthetic grass offering you the 
perfect place to entertain your guests. Master bedroom pampered to please, for the fashion lover 
at heart with his and her built in robes. Plenty of space for family or friends to sleep with spa-
cious 2nd and 3rd bedrooms with built in robes. Put your feet up while enjoying some alone time 
in a comfortable formal lounge. What are you waiting for? 

 

27 Higgins Way Truganina is conveniently located in ARNDELL PARK estate surrounded by beau-
tiful parklands and walking/jogging trails. Live a stone’s throw distance to Truganina South pri-
mary school, childcare, Arndell Park community centre, sports and recreational facilities, West-
bourne Grammar school, and easy access to the Williams Landing train station and Princess Free-
way. 

 

Ray White Tarneit, welcomes you and looks forward to meeting  

you at the open homes. Call Mark on 0425 400 600 or  

Samantha on 0447 070 777 today to discuss your interest! 


