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A Message From Mandy
On Friday evening we held our first Girls Night In and what a huge
success it was . I would like to thank the parents who supported the
night and all the staff who assisted with the planning of the night and
who supported the night through their attendance.

Awaiting the Auction Results

GNI

Entrance to our “Pink” Movie Theatre!

Planning for 2014
Planning for 2014 is well under way. Last Wednesday Members of School Council approved the school structure for
2014. As a school we are committed to multi-aging and we will continue to apply this model to achieve the best
possible learning outcomes for all of our students. In 2014 we will continue to deliver curriculum to Straight Prep
Communities. The remainder of the school will be grouped into communities of Years 1 2 3 and Years 4 5 6. We will
continue to update you with our plans as they develop.
To cater for the ongoing growth of our school we are currently in the midst of a rigorous recruitment process. Over
the coming weeks we will add 18 additional teachers to our dynamic team.
Continued…../2

Mandy’s Message Continued……….
I would like to share this information about Multiage Communities with you...
A Multiage educational program is a union of an organisational structure and unique combinations of teaching
and learning strategies. The way learning occurs is made possible by the multiple age structure. Two or more
teachers working together with the same group of children is referred to as "teaming" or "team teaching." When
combined with a Multiage program the learning environment can be greatly enhanced through the collaboration
of the two teachers.
Why Multiage?
 Allows for flexibility in the grouping of children according to need, ability, or interest; not just by age
 Problems associated with a yearly transition from one grade to another can be overcome. The teacher has a
nucleus of children, trained in the details of the class organisation who keep it going while newcomers
absorb it
 A more natural learning situation is established. Children work at their own pace. Their program is not
geared to the work of a single year but can be adjusted over two or more years
 Benefits come to the older children from the quality of leadership and responsibility they develop
 Young children are stimulated intellectually by older children
Children have a broader social experience with increased opportunities to lead and to follow, to collaborate and
to make stable peer relationships. It is our goal to use instructional strategies that:
 Change the teacher's role to facilitator rather than the source of knowledge
 Produce cooperation
 Allow students to learn from each other through peer tutoring
 Give students responsibility and independence in both learning and behaviour
 Build understanding of action-consequence relationship
 Provide choice to the student in different areas of learning that will reflect learning-style differences
 Allow continuous learning through the use of learning centres, small group instruction, and individual pacing
 Involve parents in classroom activities
 Encourage student responsibility and ownership of the learning environment
 Teach goal-setting from an early age
 Build leadership skills in all students
Team Teaching






Allows for greater flexibility in grouping and instruction
Gives students a variety of approaches
Models collaboration
Allows for greater observation of students in order to better meet their
needs

Have a great week,

Mandy O’Mara
Principal

GNI (Girl’s Night In) Fundraiser - Local Business Supporters & Donators
In the next few days we will be acknowledging the businesses and other
wonderful people who were so generous in donating items for our Silent
Auction. Their names will appear in the next newsletter and on our Facebook
page.

Curriculum Report
Welcome back to our final term for 2014. I know I say it every term, but this term is a very busy one. We
began the term with Coral Community attending camp. They had beautiful weather and the feedback
from the staff was they were all perfectly behaved. Our non campers also had a great time participating
in some fun activities. Turquoise will have to keep a lid on their excitement a little longer as they head
off on the 11th November.
On the 25th October, we will be participating in the "Day for Daniel" (more info page 6). All children
will be invited to wear red for a gold coin donation. All money raised will be donated to the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation. The Foundation works towards providing resources to families and schools to
keep children safe. On the day students will participate in a range of activities to build their knowledge
and skills about keeping safe. You can follow the Daniel Morcombe Foundation on Facebook. I also
encourage you to look at their website: www.danielmorcombe.com.au
We have also received the individual students' NAPLAN results. These have been sent home in sealed
envelopes with students. Overall the students have continued to build upon their knowledge.
Year 3
Reading - 90% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
Writing- 95% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
Numeracy- 84% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
Year 5
Reading - 75% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
Writing- 71% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
Numeracy- 60% of our students achieved above the national Minimum standard
You can clearly see the value our staff have added to our students learning.
We have also begun preparation for our 2014 prep transition. We currently have 160 preps enrolled at
TSPS and we have planned 3 separate transition days in November and December. If you have not yet
enrolled your child for Prep next year, I strongly urge you to do so, so that we can ensure they
participate in these very important days.
Tracy Peters
Assistant Principal

Botanical Gardens Excursion
Years 1 & 2
Sapphire Community travel date is Monday 11th November
Opal Community travel date is Wednesday 13th November
All payments and permission notes must be returned by Friday 1st November

Wyndham Libraries have heaps of free programs and workshops coming up!
More on this website: http://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/residents/culture/library/kids

MONDAY MORNING COFFEE & CHAT
Please feel free to join us after assembly on Monday Morning Coffee & Chat gives you the
Mondays in the Staff Room. A great place opportunity to:
to meet and talk about issues involving the
 Be involved
education of your children. At TSPS we
 Meet staff
value greatly the input we receive by
parents. We know the difference that
 Have a chat
engaged parents and guardians can make
 Make new friends
to our students, and ultimately to student success.
We
 Share your ideas
understand that many parents work and are unable to attend
 Drop off the kids & relax
on Monday mornings and would like to have the same
 Learn what is happening around the school
opportunities to learn more about their children’s education.
We are working on some alternative ways that we can engage Look forward to seeing you,
and communicate with those families.

Mandy and the Team

We invite working parents who cannot make it to Coffee &
Chat to communicate with us and let us know how we can support you and any ideas you may have.

Swimming Lessons Reminder for Years
Prep—2
Places are limited, so to ensure your child may
participate please return your forms and payment ASAP.
Permission forms & payment MUST be returned by Monday 18th November, 2013.

On November 8th we are holding our termly Walk, Ride or
Scooter to school morning.
Breakfast will be supplied on arrival as long as there is a gold coin donation.
More info to come closer to the date .
What is Walk to School?
‘Walk to School’ is a Victorian campaign run by VicHealth aiming to encourage
Victorian primary students to walk to and from school, with their parents, more
often. Walk to school will run for one month (November).

Why promote walking to school?
Children who walk, cycle or scoot to and from school are generally more active and fitter than children who don't.
Walking is also a great way for:
 children to get to know their local area better and meet other children and adults in the neighbourhood
 children to pick up the safety skills and confidence they'll need to travel independently as they get older
 parents to find time to talk with their kids without having to focus on driving
 walking communities to cut the traffic congestion, noise and air pollution caused by our reliance on cars

Joel Riddle
Sports Co-Ordinator

Funny Ha Ha!
Why was the frog down in the mouth ?
He was un hoppy !
What do you get if you cross a frog and a
dog ?
A croaker spaniel !
What kind of shoes to frogs like ?
Open toad sandals !

KIDS CRAFT CLASSES
@ The Quilters’ Café
Hi there, My name is Jill Wilson and I have recently opened a new business at
4A Pyke Street, Werribee.
My store offers patchwork fabrics, scrapbooking, haberdashery and wool.
We also offer social groups and classes.
I am starting kids classes on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every month, beginning on 19th October,
1.30pm – 3.30pm.
Cost $15.00
Bookings essential as places are limited.
We have a range of crafts for the children to choose from. They can come into the store to see
them or go to our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/thequilterscafe.
For bookings call 9741 8693

Day for Daniel at
Truganina South Primary School
Friday 25th October 2013
Gold Coin Donation

Tuesday 29th October

Request from
the Art Room
G'day everyone!
I would like any scrap material or sewing supplies for the
grade 3-6, and Pete is after clocks, knobs and broken car
parts. We are particularly looking for the front of a car
with the lights (no sharp bits).
If you think you may be able to help us and you are unsure as to whether the
parts would suit, please phone the school office and leave a message for the
art room to call you back.

TSPS
The place to be

Can parents please bring them to the art room? Could we be creating our
very own DeLorean time machine?

Ha Ha……..just wait and see!

Cheers!
Genn
and
Pete

Parenting
…for people with

kids

PARENTING CONFERENCE
SATURDAY OCTOBER 26TH 2013
Parenting... for people with kids is a one day parenting conference taking
place in Werribee on the 26th of October. The conference creates a forum to listen to experts, ask questions and chat with
other parents.
There are topics applicable to every parent regardless
of the age of their child.
The cost for the conference is $25/pp including a fully catered
lunch, or $40 per couple. For more information and registration
go to www.parentingkids.net.
For further information contact:
JoyLee Kilpatrick
(Children's Ministry Coordinator)
P: (03) 9748 0633
M: 0413 355 928
E: kids@suburbanchurch.org

Talking About Childhood Asthma
Live From The Airways

Presented by The Asthma Foundation of Victoria and Royal Children’s Hospital

Sunday 27th October 2013
4pm - 6pm
FREE!
Ella Latham Auditorium, Ground Floor, Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne
Ask questions, gain advice on: medications, diagnosis and asthma management from top Respiratory
Specialists:
A/Prof Sarath Ranganathan
Prof Colin Robertson
Dr Jo Harrison
Light refreshments will be served and tickets are limited, therefore registrations are essential.
Attend the event at the Royal Children’s Hospital OR watch the LIVE Webcast online
Register at www.asthma.org.au or call 1800 ASTHMA (1800 278 462)

